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P R E S S E M I T T E I L U N G    14. Dezember 2009 

 

Vortrag Luka Arsenjuk: The workers‘ century 

 

The American cultural historian Michael Denning has recently suggested that the 

twentieth century should be called “the workers’ century.” Indeed, the emancipatory 

struggles that went on in the twentieth century can hardly be conceptualized without 

recognizing at their center the effects of the figure of the worker. But if the first half of 

the political twentieth century is traversed entirely by the search for and the 

construction of worker power, then the second half can be said to have been 

characterized by the seeming exhaustion of the figure of the worker, its crisis, and by 

the emergence of other – multiple – figures of politics. 

Luka Arsenjuk will suggest in this lecture that the difficulty of imagining new 

contemporary forms of politics and political organization today stems from our 

uncertainty about the present political status of the figure of the worker. He will then 

propose to examine how the figure of the worker has been conceived in that other 

wellknown twentieth century, “the century of cinema.” The aim is to trace the parallel 

histories of the two centuries, of the figure of the worker in politics and in cinema, and 

ask about the ways they might or might not elucidate each other. 

 

Luka Arsenjuk 

The Workers‘ Century. 

The Figure of the Worker between Cinema and Politics 

Vortrag am IFK, Wien 

21. Dezember 2009, 18.00 Uhr c.t. (öffentlich zugänglich, freier Eintritt) 

Vortrag in englischer Sprache 

 

Luka Arsenjuk studierte Cultural Studies an der Universität von Ljubljana. Er ist derzeit 

Ph. D. candidate in the Program in Literature an der Duke University in North Carolina 

und IFK_Junior Fellow. 

Publikationen (u. a.): gem. mit Michelle Koerner, Eisenstein’s Laughter, in: KINO, 7; 

(Hg.), Study, Students, Universities (Polygraph: An International Journal of Culture and 

Politics, 21), 2009; How To Film Marx’s Capital: On Alexander Kluge’s New Film, in: 

Ekran, 34, February-March 2009; Eisenstein’s Idea of Intellectual Cinema, in: KINO, 5/6, 

Fall 2008; A Configuration of Political Cinema, in: Ekran, 32, February-March 2007; On 

Jacques Rancière, in: Eurozine, 2007-03-01, www.eurozine.com/articles/2007-03-01-

arsenjuk-en.html. 
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