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Science on the film strip. Collecting and Archiving Research Documentaries in the Postwar Era

PROJECT-DESCRIPTION

In 1956 the Institute for Academic Film (IWF) was founded in Göttingen. Its mission statement was to
act as a place where films could be made available as an instrument for research and teaching.
Although the institute demonstrated historical continuity with forerunner institutions founded in the
1930s, the IWF considered itself to be politically and artistically neutral. A very similar story can be
told of the creation of the Austrian Institute for Academic Film (ÖWF) in Vienna in the 1960s. German
and Austrian academics, including Konrad Lorenz and Irenäus Eibl-Eibesfeld, were involved in
founding both institutions. The project itself deals with the history of scientific documentary films and
considers in particular the aspect of how relevant the collection and archiving of film material is.

CV
Anja Sattelmacher is doing her post-doctorate studies at the Berlin Center for the History of
Knowledge (TU Berlin) and is currently working on a project about scientific documentary films in the
1960s and 1970s. After many years spent working as a research fellow at the chair of the History of
Knowledge at the Humboldt University of Berlin’s Institute for Historical Studies, she received her
doctorate in the History of Knowledge at the same institute in 2017. The title of her thesis was A
history of knowledge of mathematical models 1800-1900. While working on her doctorate, she
lectured at the Sorbonne University in Paris and also did a pre-doctoral fellowship at the Max Planck
Institute for the History of Science. She completed her degree program in European Media Culture in
Weimar and Lyon, followed by a Master in Museum Studies at the Macquarie University Sydney,
Australia.

Publications
Publikationen (u. a.): „Präsentieren. Anschauungs- und Warenökonomie mathematischer Modelle“,
in: Nils Güttler und Ina Heumann (Hg.): Sammlungsökonomien. Vom Wert ökonomischer Dinge,
Berlin 2016, S. 131 – 153; „Zwischen Ästhetisierung und Historisierung: Die Sammlung
geometrischer Modelle des Göttinger mathematischen Instituts“, in: Mathematische
Semesterberichte, 2014, S. 131 – 143; „Geordnete Verhältnisse. Mathematische
Anschauungsmodelle im frühen 20. Jahrhundert“, in: Ina Heumann und Axel Hüntelmann (Hg.):
Bildtatsachen, Berichte zur Wissenschaftsgeschichte 36 / 4, 2013, S. 294 – 312.
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