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PROJECT-TITLE
Period eye and historical modalities of vision in the light of contemporary research in mind & brain
sciences

PROJECT-DESCRIPTION
In recent art history and cultural studies, the existence of culturally and historically specific modes of
seeing is taken for granted. Lately, grand schemes of "scopic regimes" and modes of seeing have
been replaced by more nuanced empirical investigations of specific local, spatiotemporally restricted
visual practices. As a rule, however, these investigations are divorced from the examination of
biological and psychological aspects of vision and do not reflect recent major advances and
developments in the philosophy of mind, cognitive science and neurosciences. This leaves the art
historical practice of locating and describing specific cultures of vision conceptually insecure and
theoretically unstable. The main focus of the project is on the systematic reconsideration of the notion
of culturally and historically specific modes of seeing and vision, vis-a vis recent research in cognitive
science and neurosciences. It attempts to lay a conceptual and theoretical ground for linking the
examination of practices of vision on the level of cultural groups with modes of seeing as an activity
of an individual embodied subject. It thus attempts to reexamine assumptions and practices of
humanistically oriented "sociology of vision" in the light of the contemporary challenges presented by
mind & brain sciences. At the same time, it is conceived as a specific experiment to examine how the
language and structure of discourse and theoretical models in contemporary neurosciences,
cognitive science and philosophy of mind could be appropriated within the discourses concerning
visual art.
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