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PROJECT-DESCRIPTION

The research project, part of a broader study on the poetics of diplomacy, deals with practices and
concepts of translation in diplomacy and German literature from the early modern period to
Romanticism. Since its widespread establishment in the seventeenth century, diplomacy has been
understood as a crucial form of political mediation, negotiation, and representation that not merely
relies on intercultural translation, but functions as its precondition. As a practice that operates through
language and script, it is moreover connected to questions of language policy in terms of the function
of multilingualism,the concept of a lingua franca, and translation as a means of understanding. By
focusing on the figure of the “writer-diplomat,” a potent functional union, the project further asks how
literature—as cultural and aesthetic practice—translates, reflects, and comments on new figures of
political representation, forms of communication and interaction, and political-juridical scenarios of
diplomacy.

CV
Mareike Schildmann studied German Literature and Philosophy at Humboldt University of Berlin. She
wrote her dissertation about Robert Walser and the modern knowledge of childhood. 2015–2018 she
worked and tought as a research fellow at the University of Zurich; 2018–2019 she was a postdoc at
the ZfL Berlin. Her research interests include: Kowledge and literature, cultural childhood studies and
literary genres and forms.

Publications
„Institutio/n und Affekt in Kleists Allerneuster Erziehungsplan", in: Philipp Hubmann und Thorben
Päthe (Hg.): Institutionengeschichten, Göttingen 2020 (im Erscheinen); „Die Spuren des Stoffs.
Ermittlungsrausch in Friedrich Glausers Die Fieberkurve“, in: Sprache und Literatur. Zeitschrift fu?r
Medien und Kultur, 2/ 2019, S. 57-89; Poetik der Kindheit. Literatur und Wissen bei Robert Walser,
Go?ttingen 2019; „Poetik der Seelenmechanik. Puppen, Kinder und Automaten in E. T. A.
Hoffmanns Nußknacker und Ma?useko?nig", in: gem. mit Davide Giuriato und Philipp Hubmann
(Hg.), Kindheit und Literatur: Konzepte, Poetik, Wissen, Freiburg i.Br. 2018, S. 225–254; gem. mit
Felix Rietmann u. a., „Knowledge of Childhood. Materiality, Text, and the History of Science. An
Interdisciplinary Round Table Discussion“, in: BJHS3, 2017, S. 111–141.
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