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The Hospital Bed as an Object and Space. On the Material Culture of Psychiatry in the 19th and 20th
Centuries

PROJECT-DESCRIPTION
The hospital bed remains, up until today, a central component in our conceptions of illness and
treatment. With the turn of the 20th century introduction of bed treatment the hospital bed became a
central element in psychiatric treatment – a "medicine" in the strict sense of the word. Sick persons
were treated, often over the course of weeks and months, while lying in bed. The medical sphere of
psychiatry, which unfolded its epistemological function, defining structure, and therapeutic effect
through the object of the bed, stood directly opposed to the sphere which patients experienced (lying
down) and being reduced in their actions to the bed. The goal of the project is, using the example of
the hospital bed, which is conceptualized and analyzed as a space and an object, to work out
historical perspectives on a material culture of psychiatry.

CV
Monika Ankele studied history in Graz, Vienna, and Berlin and obtained her doctorate with a thesis
on self-testimonies of psychiatric patients from the Prinzhorn Collection. Since 2012, she has served
as a research fellow at the Institute for the History and Ethics of Medicine of the University Medical
Centre Hamburg-Eppendorf, and is currently working on a DFG project that addresses the material
culture of psychiatry and focuses on, among other examples, the hospital bed.

Publications
„Horizontale Szenographien. Das Krankenbett als Schauplatz psychiatrischer Subjektivation“, in:
Lars Friedrich, Karin Harrasser, Céline Kaiser (Hg.), Szenographien des Subjekts, Berlin / New York
(im Erscheinen); gem. mit Eva Brinkschulte (Hg.), Arbeitsrhythmus und Anstaltsalltag. Arbeit als
Therapie in der Psychiatrie vom frühen 19. Jahrhundert bis in die NS-Zeit, Stuttgart 2015; „Am Ort
des Anderen. Formen der Raumaneignung in Psychiatrien um 1900“, in: Dagmar Hänel, Alois
Unterkircher (Hg.), Medikale Räume. Zur Interdependenz von Raum, Körper, Krankheit und
Gesundheit, Bielefeld 2010, S. 43–63; Alltag und Aneignung in Psychiatrien um 1900.
Selbstzeugnisse von Frauen aus der Sammlung Prinzhorn, Wien/Köln/Weimar 2009.
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