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DNA-supported studies of the past: complexity and simplicity in interdisciplinary contexts

PROJECT-DESCRIPTION

The project focuses on the field of DNA-supported research of the past (so-called Genetic History)
and thus lies at the intersection of cultural and natural sciences. In archaeology, scientific methods
have become increasingly important in recent years. Primarily, molecular genetics has opened up an
entirely new approach to history. DNA evidence is being used more and more to clarify historical
questions (e.g. early human migration). In the debate, however, the relationship between complexity
and simplicity, which results from the variety of disciplinary approaches and theoretical drafts, is often
being ignored. The project addresses this relationship and seeks to explore the web of ‘translations‘
in the interdisciplinary research context, which I call the ‘complexity paradox‘. Here, I will also
include popular contexts, as e.g. print media representation.

CV
Stefanie Samida is an associate professor of Popular Cultures at Zurich University and a research
associate at Heidelberg University. She studied Prehistory, Classical Archaeology and Medieval
History as well as Media Studies. She received her doctorate in Tübingen in 2005 and habilitated at
Zurich University in 2016. She was a research fellow of the Gerda Henkel Foundation, Junior Fellow
at the Berlin Cluster of Excellence „Topoi“ and from 2012 to 2015 one of three principal investigators
in the research project „Living History. Reenacted Prehistory between Research and Popular
Performance“ at the Leibniz Centre of Contemporary History Potsdam. Her research focuses on
heritage, material culture, popular cultures and history of media and science.

Publications
Publikationen (u.a.): gem. mit Jörg Feuchter, “Why Archaeologists, Historians and Geneticists
Should Work Together— and How”, in: Medieval Worlds 4, 2016, p. 5–21; gem. mit Manfred K. H.
Eggert und Hans Peter Hahn (Hg.), Handbuch Materielle Kultur: Bedeutungen, Konzepte,
Disziplinen, Stuttgart, Weimar 2014; gem. mit Manfred K. H. Eggert, Archäologie als
Naturwissenschaft? Eine Streitschrift, Berlin 2013.
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