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To Adapt and Ignore. Catholic Theological Discourse in Early Modern West Africa Accounts

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

There is little doubt in scholarship of Atlantic history that the “discovery” of the Americans led to a
wide range of theological discussions. In an attempt to fit the continent and its inhabitants into the
biblical account of world history, historical Bible criticism and religiously motivated speculations on
the Amerindian’s possible place within Christianity emerged. Based on these findings, some scholars
have begun to speak of specific “Atlantic theologies” and “colonial demonology.” The general
problem within this arising corpus of literature is the neglect of the third Atlantic continent, Africa — a
prevalent problem in the field of Atlantic history as a whole. In this project the impact of increasing
contact between Europe and Africa on Catholic theological thought will be analyzed, thus contributing
to a better understanding of “Atlantic theologies,” in particular its African dimension.
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Jutta Wimmler studierte Geschichte und Religionswissenschaft an der Karl-Franzens-Universitat
Graz und promovierte 2011 mit einer Dissertation zum Einfluss Westafrikas und der Karibik auf die
franzosische Kultur und Gesellschaft zwischen 1640 und 1740. Von 2008 bis 2011 forschte sie im
Rahmen eines vom FWF gesponserten Projekts an der Karl-Franzens-Universitat Graz, bevor sie
2011 die Stelle als akademische Mitarbeiterin am Lehrstuhl fir Vergleichende Européische
Wirtschafts- und Sozialgeschichte an der Europa-Universitat Viadrina in Frankfurt/Oder antrat.
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(u. a.): Material Exchange as Cultural Exchange: The Example of West African Products in late 17th
and early 18th Century France, in: Veronika Hyden-Hanscho, Renate Pieper, Werner Stangl (Hg.),
Cultural Exchange and Consumption Patterns in the Age of Enlightenment: Europe and the Atlantic
World, Bochum 2012; Centralized African States in the Transatlantic Slave Trade: The Example of
18th Century Asante and Dahomey, Graz 2012; Kein Martyrium in Afrika: Uber die fehlende
Rezeption von krankheitsbedingtem Tod in Schriftzeugnissen franzdsischer Westafrika-Missionare
aus dem 17. Jahrhundert, in: Theresia Heimerl und Karl Prenner (Hg.), Verganglichkeit.
Religionswissenschatftliche Perspektiven und Thesen zu einer anthropologischen Konstante. Graz
2011, S. 135-151.
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