
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

WORKSHOP 
Languages in Contact: 
The Danube as a Cultural Space from a Linguistic Point of View 

 
 

November 9-10, 2016 
IFK 

Reichsratsstraße 17, 1010 Vienna 
 
 
What happens to speakers of various languages, groups with diverse social and economic 
practices, when they come into contact with each other in a geographic area? The workshop 
explores this question with regard to the languages and peoples of the Danube region, focusing 
mainly on German, Hungarian, Romanian, Serbian and Croatian, and Yiddish. 
 
The Danube region is, and historically certainly was, one of Europe’s most diverse linguistic areas. 
This workshop addresses the theme of language contact along the Danube from three 
perspectives. First, the idea of a Sprachbund, which has been proposed and duly dismissed by 
scholars, will be questioned. Can arguments be made for a Danubian cultural space from a 
linguistic and language-ideological point of view? Second, the region will be explored from the 
angle of attitudes towards language, particularly the relationship between language, prestige, 
politics, and the linguistic individual in a variety of communities. Finally, how linguistic 
phenomena capture perceptions and stereotypes of the Other in various national and ethnic 
contexts will be examined. The workshop will end with a reflection about teaching contact 
linguistics in the “non-native” setting of London and how it can bring about fresh ways of 
discussing the region and its languages and cultures. 
 
 
 

IFK   Wed., November 9, 2016 
 

18.15 
 
 
 
 
 

20.00 

Welcome 
Johanna Richter 
 
Eszter Tarsoly 
A Danubian Cultural Space: Language and Ideology 
 
End 

 



 

IFK   Thu., November 10, 2016 
 
  
     9.30 
 

 

Tina Parte 
Talking about Language – Cultural Mediation 
 

10.00 
 

 
 
 

11.30 
 

12.00 
 
 

12.45 
 

14.00 
 

 
 
 

15.30 
 

16.00 
 
 
 

17.00 
 

18.00 

Chair and Discussant: Tina Parte 
 

Jelena Ćalić 
Nations Separated by a Single Language? (Serbo-Croatian and German) 
 
Coffee Break 
 
Ramona Gönczöl 
Words without Borders (Borrowing in Romanian) 
 
Lunch Break 
 
Chair and Discussant: Eszter Tarsoly 
 

Lily Kahn 
What makes a real language? (Yiddish, Hungarian, and Romani) 
 
Coffee Break 
 
DISCUSSION PANEL: 
Eszter Tarsoly, Jelena Ćalić, Ramona Gönczöl, Tina Parte, Lily Kahn 
Imagining the Other through Humour 
 
Concluding remarks and discussion 
 
End 

 
 
 
 
CONCEPT AND PARTICIPANTS 

Jelena Ćalić (School of Slavonic and East European Studies, University College London) 
Ramona Gönczöl (School of Slavonic and East European Studies, University College London) 
Lily Kahn (Department of Hebrew and Jewish Studies, University College London) 
Tina Parte (School of European Languages, Society & Culture, University College London) 
Eszter Tarsoly (School of Slavonic and East European Studies, University College London) 
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